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> ATrip to the Japanese Zoo Lesson 20 = Sidebar 


A Trip to the Japanese Zoo 


Learn how to talk about animate objects in Japanese using imasu 


Mark Complete 1 (©) 


Also AppearsIn: Conversational Japanese for Absolute Beginners 


Absolute Beginner—Fun and Easy Level 1 Japanese 


JLPT N5 Recommended Course: Part 1 Absolute Beginner Season 1 


Dialogue Vocabulary Lesson Notes Lesson Transcript Comments 


o Dialogue - Japanese Hide (A) 
kant] English Romaji Hiragana All 

(~) () (At the zoo) 

@) @) A 550..naeTH? 

@) @) Bm HETIL FAHY HVES. 


@) @) A B-! Ft ty OHMHELEvETK 
@) @) c mow! 

@) @) B & TyFNDEF. 

@) (@) c 22e22 

@) @) B coer. 

(@) (@) A R21F< 2 faughs! 


rb) Vocabulary Hide (A) 


LJ English @) kana Romaji 


7 WEF [LES] LEXAMPLE @ 
© © © to be (animate), to exist; -masu form 
@) () F-TWOPKMAIRWEF, 
@) There is a cat under the table. 


_ DVF [PVF] 4 EXAMPLES @ 
BOLOIO Maar 


x0.5 


@) (@) FY FABOPCHATHS. 
@) The gorilla is resting in the grass. 
TY FlS< FORD COeFACWSs 
(@) (@) BK CREDA S 
@) black and silver gorilla 
K<4X THEAWAZOMDYF 
@) @) TUF Vey ALOPOMBEBOTHS. 
@) The gorilla is walking down a path in the jungle. 
DUAR. Yr VAWOEDDICABEHSAWTHS. 


@) (@) ty sHuses. 
@) There's a gorilla. 

O @) @) ® DDL [DD] 1 EXAMPLE @ 
pretty, cute, lovely, charming :Adj(i) 


x0.5 
(@) @) HE eAlEDDUL. 
@) Babies are cute. 


F< [lE<] 1 EXAMPLE @ 
= @) @) ®) |, me (used by males) 


(@) (@) le< FECT. 
@) I'm a student. 


WAAY [FAA] 4 EXAMPLES @ 
0@@)@® — oo 


@) @) xeRat4Y 
@) big lion 


Btn 


BEERTIIAY 
@) @) F144 HBTOS, 
@) The lion is sleeping. 


FAAYEUITWOS.~ 
@) @) F44YA WEE ST, ELBOTHS, 
@) The lion pauses and then continues walking. 
ZAAYO., ELSE LSC FEDSUTWS, 


@) @) F44y AEF. 

@) There's a lion. 

HM [LIS] 1 EXAMPLE @ 
= @) @) ®) animal 

@) @) HMDS CTD. 


@) Do you like animals? 


HEI [HEC] 1EXAMPLE @ 
OU @) @) © over there 

(@) (@) BETICHY I YARY ERBVET. 

@) There is a gas station over there. 

2c [ez] 1EXAMPLE 


~) CORRECT. 
~) This place is no-smoking. 


- ¢€x [ECT] 2 EXAMPLES 
U @) @) ® where 
@) @) Kieecetn, 


@) Where is the bathroom? 
EWMLEC CHD 

(@) (@) 27 7-RI GME TICHVETO. 

@) Where is the taxi stand? 


PovA [ADH YA] 6 EXAMPLES 
0@@)©® tay ‘ 


@) (@) KEeAeED 
@) have a baby 

HBDbPAZIEG 
(@) (2) TEAS PA 
@) cute baby 


> 


DPWWADS vA 

(@) @) BE=rAG BEWMCHS PADEENS. 

@) My wife and | are going to have a baby in two months. 
HeEIINFOC DEEHELICHADSSADIENS, 


(@) (@) HEeAMRoTHEF. 
@) The baby is smiling. 
ADSPYARD SI WET, 


(@) @) HREeAE< MEET. 
@) Babies often cry. 

@) (2) HEPAEDDUW. 
@) Babies are cute. 


SH 
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Lesson Notes Hide (A) 


Lesson Focus 


The Focus of This Lesson Is Talking about Animate Objects with /masu. 
Raion ga imasu. 

FAAYHWETF,. 

"There's a lion." 


In the last lesson, we learned how to use the verb arimasu to talk about the existence of inanimate objects as well as to say 
that someone has something. In this lesson, we'll learn how to use the verb imasu to talk about the same concepts but for 
animate objects, such as people and animals. 


Imasu: Talking about People and Animals 


Just like we use arimasu (Lesson 19), we also use imasu to express the meanings "to be," "to exist," "to be located,” or "to 
have." The difference is that we use imasu to talk about animate objects, such as people and animals. When talking about 
people, it often means that that person is currently around or on the premises. We often use it when talking about family 
members, as in "I have a brother" or "| have a sister." 


Sentence Pattern 


[animate object] ga imasu "There is ~"/"~ is here" 
"| have ~" (for family members) 


In this pattern, A = the animate object (person/animal) the person is talking about. 


For Example: 


ITEM GA IMASU "ENGLISH" 

Teira ga imasu "Taylor is here." 

TA y= BWES 

hito ga imasu "There's a person." 

Ge BUESF 

iméto ga imasu "| have a younger sister." 
WHE RBWEF 


a Note: To make imasu negative and say that an animate object doesn't exist, use imasen instead. 
For Example: 


1. Kyddai ga imasen. 
ZEDIEOMWECA, 
"| don't have any siblings." 


Using Ne at the End of a Sentence 


We use the particle ne in Japanese to seek agreement from the listener, like saying "right?" or "isn't it?" or "isn't there?” at 
the end of a sentence in English. We call these tag questions, and we use them very often in Japanese. 


We can add the particle ne directly after a verb or desu. 
For Example: 


1. Raion no akachan mo imasu ne. 
PAAYDNHDSPADWETHL. 
"There's also a baby lion, isn't there?" 

2. Kawaii desu ne. 

DPW CEH 4d. 
"It's cute, right?" 


Examples from This Dialogue 


1. Dobutsu...(ga) imasu ka. 
ERR + (MB) WETD, 
"Are there any animals...?" 

2. Raion ga imasu. 

PAALBWE Ss 
"There's a lion." 

3. Raion no akachan mo imasu ne. 
FAA YOHPDSYPAHWETHN. 
"There's also a baby lion, isn't there?" 

4. A, gorira ga imasu. 

Ox, SAY PANE, 
"Oh, there's a gorilla." 


Sample Sentences 


1. Otdto ga imasu. 

Bie iE MWE Ts 

"| have a younger brother." 
2. Petto ga imasu. 

Ay bhRWEF. 

"| have a pet." 


Key Vocabulary & Phrases 


* Débutsu & 3.39 
Ddbutsu is a noun that means "animal." In this conversation, they are at a ddbutsuen, which is a "Zoo." 


* Akachan tb eA 
Aka-chan means "baby," which we use to refer to both human and animal babies. 
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